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[bookmark: _Toc45205829][bookmark: _Toc430782150]Inspector-General of Murray–Darling Basin Water Resources
On 1 August 2019 the Australian Government announced the newly created position of Inspector-General of Murray–Darling Basin Water Resources to improve transparency, accountability and community confidence and help deliver the Murray–Darling Basin Plan.
[bookmark: _Toc45205830]Appointment of Interim Inspector-General
The government appointed Mick Keelty AO as Interim Inspector-General of Murray–Darling Basin Water Resources (IIG) on 1 October 2019 for a period of 12 months. This was the estimated time to introduce new laws under the Water Act 2007 to create a permanent statutory position. The appointment of Mr Keelty effectively ended the previous position of  Northern Basin Commissioner.
[bookmark: _Toc45205831]Statutory appointment
It is expected that amendments to the Water Act 2007 to create the Inspector-General (IG) role will pass through Parliament in 2021. This was initially planned for 2020. However, the process was delayed due to COVID-19. The government is seeking to ensure the powers of the IG will provide Basin communities with sufficient confidence in water management in the Basin. The department has commenced discussions with the Basin states on drafting the legislation.
Under the interim arrangements, the IIG reports directly to the Minister for Resources, Water and Northern Australia, the Hon. Keith Pitt MP. The IIG also reports to the Murray–Darling Basin Ministerial Council every 6 months.
[bookmark: _Toc45205832]The Office of the Inspector-General
A task force was formed in August 2019 to establish the Office of the Inspector-General. In February 2020 the task force was stood down, with the office continuing to support the Interim Inspector-General in his role and functions.
Offices have been established in Brisbane, Goondiwindi, Mildura and Canberra. The location of the offices facilitates public consultation and travel within the entire Murray–Darling Basin and continues the linkages the IIG has established with Basin agencies.
The budget for the office of the IG is drawn from the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment. This measure was funded through an offset from the Sustainable Rural Water Use & Infrastructure Program for a period of 4 years.
The office of the IG was funded for 7.5 average staffing level (ASL) equivalent for the 2019–20 financial year, with an increase to 10 ASL equivalent in future years. This ASL figure was based on an estimate of the workload involved in operating the IG function and will be revised commensurate with the introduction of the legislation and the appointment of a permanent IG.
[bookmark: _Toc45205833]Engagement
The IIG website was established to provide a point of contact for the referral of matters to the IIG, publishing of inquiry reports and to provide information about the public consultation arrangements for specific inquiries undertaken by the IIG.
In the period from December 2019 until March 2020, the IIG undertook extensive public engagement across the Basin to hear directly from the wide range of Basin stakeholders.
Over the reporting period the IIG office has engaged with over 1,700 individuals or groups related to Basin issues. While the vast majority of engagement was undertaken with farmers or community members (Figure 1 and Figure 2) in the course of the water sharing inquiry, the IIG continued to proactively engage with a variety of Basin stakeholders throughout the year.
[bookmark: _Ref45205522][bookmark: _Toc45205819]Figure 1 Engagement
Source: Interim Inspector-General of Murray–Darling Basin Water Resources
[bookmark: _Ref45205750][bookmark: _Toc45205820]Figure 2 Engagement (excluding water sharing inquiry)

Source: Interim Inspector-General of Murray–Darling Basin Water Resources
[bookmark: _Toc45205834]Referrals
The IIG received 30 referrals over the reporting period (Figure 3, Figure 4 and Figure 5).
[bookmark: _Ref45205763][bookmark: _Toc45205821]Figure 3 Referral categories

Source: Interim Inspector-General of Murray–Darling Basin Water Resources
[bookmark: _Ref45205774][bookmark: _Toc45205822]Figure 4 Referral location

Source: Interim Inspector-General of Murray–Darling Basin Water Resources
[bookmark: _Ref45205781][bookmark: _Toc45205823]Figure 5 Referral outcomes


Source: Interim Inspector-General of Murray–Darling Basin Water Resources
[bookmark: _Toc45205835]Inquiries undertaken
The IIG undertook 4 inquiries during the reporting period.
Northern Basin Commissioner’s First Year Report
The Northern Basin Commissioner’s First Year Report was submitted to the (previous) Minister for Water Resources on 1 December 2019 and tabled in Parliament on 5 December 2019. The report is also available on the IIG website.
The publication of the report was deferred until 1 December 2019 because Mr Keelty was engaged in standing up the new entity of the office of the Inspector-General of Murray–Darling Basin Water Resources.
First flush flows report
The IIG conducted an investigation into the circumstances surrounding the premature release of the Murray–Darling Basin Authority’s report titled, ‘Monitoring first flush flows in the Namoi, Macquarie and Warrego Rivers – Remote sensing for compliance and ecohydrology’. The investigation examined:
the events that led to the premature release of the report
the Murray–Darling Basin Authority’s response to the premature release of an incorrect version of the report
the adequacy of Murray–Darling Basin Authority procedures for managing the release of compliance and enforcement related information.
The report was submitted to the (previous) Minister for Water Resources on 30 November 2019. The report is available on the IIG website.
Water sharing inquiry
The IIG undertook an inquiry into the management of Murray–Darling Basin water resources, specifically to consider:
the impact of the changing distribution of inflows to the southern Basin on state shares under the Murray–Darling Basin Agreement
any consequential impacts on the state shares resulting from reserves required under the agreement, including how these interact with state allocation policies.
The inquiry heard from many interested and engaged people across the Murray–Darling Basin, including irrigators, community members, subject matter experts and environmental groups.
A report was submitted to the Minister for Resources, Water and Northern Australia on 27 March 2020 and publicly released on 17 April 2020. The report can be found on the IIG website.
Investigation into Lower Murray groundwater entitlements
The IIG has commenced an inquiry into Lower Murray groundwater entitlements, to determine whether flood recharge was considered in the modelling of the Lower Murray sustainable diversion limits  when it was set under the Basin Plan.
[bookmark: _Toc45205836]Interim Inspector-General correspondence
Table 1 details IIG correspondence between 16 December 2019 and 30 June 2020.
[bookmark: _Ref45205721][bookmark: _Toc45205625]Table 1 IIG correspondence
	Date
	Correspondence

	16 December 2019
	Northern Basin Commissioner First year report provided to The Senate Select Committee on the Multi-Jurisdictional Management and Execution of the Murray–Darling Basin Plan

	24 December 2019
	Correspondence to the Minister for Water Resources, Drought, Rural Finance, Natural Disaster and Emergency

	20 April 2020
	Submission to The Senate Select Committee on the Multi-Jurisdictional Management and Execution of the Murray–Darling Basin Plan titled Impact of lower inflows on state shares under the Murray–Darling Basin Agreement

	13 May 2020
	Provision of responses to Questions on Notice to the Senate Select Committee on the Multi-Jurisdictional Management and Execution of the Murray–Darling Basin Plan following appearance before the Committee on 12 May 2020

	26 May 2020
	Correspondence to Chief Executive, MDBA and Chief Executive Officer, Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (NSW) referring correspondence received from SunRice/Rice Growers Association regarding priority water issues

	26 May 2020
	Supplementary submission to The Senate Select Committee on the Multi-Jurisdictional Management and Execution of the Murray–Darling Basin Plan regarding the percentage that the Menindee Lakes scheme delivers to South Australia to meet part of its annual entitlement

	10 June 2020
	Correspondence to Chair of Basin Officials Committee seeking advice regarding implications of the withdrawal of MACE Doppler meters from Pattern Approval testing

	12 June 2020
	Correspondence to Chief Executive Officer, Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (NSW) regarding oversight of Irrigation Corporations

	29 June 2020
	Correspondence to Chief Executive Officer, Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (NSW) on forwarding referral from Senator Ayres regarding changes in policy for the Barwon Darling Water Sharing Plan

	30 June 2020
	Correspondence to Chief Executive Officer, Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (NSW) outlining complaints received regarding the consultation process in developing NSW Water Sharing Plans

	30 June 2020
	Correspondence to Minister for Resources, Water and Northern Australia



Engagement




Total	
Federal government entities	State government entities	Industry body	Indigenous representative	Community group	Environmental group	Irrigation infrastructure operator	Local government	Academic	Media	Other	Farmer or community member	Private company or consultant	119	90	105	13	24	17	29	49	26	38	2	1358	36	

Engagement (excluding Water Sharing Inquiry)




Total	
Federal government entities	State government entities	Industry body	Indigenous representative	Community group	Environmental group	Irrigation infrastructure operator	Local government	Academic	Media	Other	Farmer or community member	Private company or consultant	99	59	53	11	9	4	7	11	10	29	2	123	20	

Referral categories




Total	
Conduct of a government agency/official	Conduct of an irrigation infrastructure operator	Environmental water	Illegal water take	Illegal works and structures	Water markets and trade	Other	13	6	1	2	2	5	1	

Referral location




Total	
Australian Government	Basinwide	NSW	Vic	SA	5	2	17	5	1	

Referral outcomes




Total	
Inquiry/investigation	Referral to appropriate agency	Input into inquiry/investigation	Input into own-motion	Office advised appropriate agency	No further action	Own-motion	2	10	3	4	4	6	1	
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